Changes in wound healing factors in liver cirrhosis after esophageal transection for esophageal varices.
Quantitative changes in plasma wound healing factors in cirrhotic patients after esophageal transection were evaluated and compared with those of non-cirrhotic esophageal cancer patients (controls) after esophageal resection. Serum total protein, albumin and fibronectin were maintained at the same levels as those in controls when multiple units of fresh frozen plasma and albumin products were employed. Nevertheless, the principle protease inhibitors including alpha-1-antitrypsin and alpha-1-acid-glycoprotein showed little increase by the 3rd postoperative day, while those of controls increased as much as twofold at this time. Levels of complements C3 and C4 showed consistent depression, with little change during the study period. We conclude that the levels of some of the plasma proteins essential in wound healing are depressed in cirrhotic patients during the critical period after surgery.